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August, having received definite assurances both
from Russia and Japan that the sacred person of
Her Majesty would be protected, Li telegraphed a
Memorial to the fleeing Court, requesting that the
Yangtsze Viceroys and Prince Ch'ing should be
commanded to assist him in the peace negotiations;
meanwhile, he continued to reside at Shanghai.
By the beginning of September his understanding
with Russia had begun to bear fruit; the three
Manchurian provinces were under Russian military
occupation, and the Russian Government had prac-
tically declared them to be outside the sphere of
concerted international action. On September yth
General Grilsky held a solemn thanksgiving service
on the right bank of the Amur opposite to Blago-
vestchensk. The prophetic words of Mouravieff were
at last fulfilled, "Sooner or later, this bank also
will be ours."

On August 2 ist Li Hung-chang telegraphed to
Wu Ting-fang, Chinese Minister at Washington,
urging the United States Government to suspend
hostilities, to withdraw its troops and appoint peace
negotiators. On the 25th the Russian Legation issued
a Circular Memorandum so similar in wording to
this despatch that there could be no doubt as to the
common origin of the documents. On September 8th
the Russian representative independently suggested
that, if the Court would agree to return at once, the
Powers would proceed to evacuate Peking, and on
the following day Li telegraphed urging the Court
to return. Again, on the I3th he telegraphed to
Jung Lu, begging him to persuade Her Majesty
to repudiate Prince Tuan and all his works and to
announce her immediate return to the capital. The